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Source 2: purposefully Using Social Media in the

Classroom
by: Chris Shangly
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Read the “Should Students Be Allowed to Use Social Media at School?”
passage set.
Should Students Be Allowed to Use Social Media at School?

Source 1: The Challenges of Social Media for Students

by: Beatrice Monroe ® (]
1 Without a doubt, social networks are a part of most people’s lives. Social media
has changed the way we socialize and interact with others. However, in today’s world, school
administrations face the tough decision of whether students should be allowed to use social
media. While there are certainly positive aspects to social networking, there are just as many

In the 21st century, itis safe to say social media is here t
more teachers have explored and used social media in the classroom. U
they engage students and present information to students, parents, and

Many schools have taken the stance that social media be
students should be allowed to use it. They believe the benefits of stude
the cons. However, these same schools acknowledge that aver g5% of s
one social network. Walking down the hallways of any school, you will s
their cell phones, sharing photos on Instagram, browsing their news fee
use of social media in schools does not make social media go away. Bec
schools to take advantage of communicating with students via social m
ingrained in students’ daily routines.

spcial media allows for extended learning and increased

many schools choose to ban students from engaging in social
s or, at a minimum, set some ground rules.

one significant reason some schools have banned social media

© Croe Cargbell  has given rise to cyberbullying, where others share and
- others online to embarrass them. More than 1in 5 children
een cyberbullying victims. While cyberbullies hide behind
serbullying are not any less damaging to children than other

s to self-esteem issues and frequently induces anxiety and

—’/—// banning students from social media to shield their students

Write an article for your teacher in which you giVe your | |
. h ther StUdentS ShOU‘d be auowed o another reason schogls are f:hoosnng to keep their
Oplﬂlon about whe i son from the sc_;thtool. We knm.l;:r socla:fme(:llﬁ r:;agtat‘\;ei:f affects se\f—l
. : | 2 it to measure their seli-wortn. students using socia
use SOCIBI medla at SCho,dl ’ Use In -orma feedback in the way of likes or comments on their posts,
passages n your article. ress. Social media feeds are full of highlight reels that

4 lives. Social media creates an unhealthy amount of
ed over time, can negatively affect a child's self-esteem.
ieling down at the place that is su

Manage your time Carefully sO that you can sion of themselves that they can

yus reason schools are banning ¢

o read the passaQGS; for students’ attention in the clas
\nd scrolling through social medi
' ts. In addition, there is a direct ¢
° P\an YOUY response’ es. When students do not give
; d 's much knowledge, and grades
° ou ’ 11, which is not possible when s
write your response; an bl
lessons.
Pa o and edit your response

e revis ©erbullying, and self-esteem iss
ycial media altogether. Howeve
iId benefit from implementing

Be sure tO inG‘Ude lid set of rules could help mini

king place. As social media cf n | |
© an introduct'ton' students’ social media usageé O O I n S I e '
|

. support for your opinion using information from the |
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@ My students despise writing essays!

I spend hours looking for high-quality writing
resources.

It's difficult to find topics that will get all of

my students excited about writing.



1's tfime to change how we teach
writing.

Read the “Should Parents Monitor Their Child’s Phone Usage?” passage seifiv
Should Parents Monitor Their Child’s Phone Usage?

Source 1: Establishing Mutual Trust is Key to

Children’s Safe Cell Phone Usage
by: Kim Neich

In America, more than half of kids have smartphones before they are 11 years old.
As a result, parents ans about their child's phone usage: What apps are oq
3 siting? Who are they texting, and wh
--- ge on the rise among childre

; phone usage. Many expert
r phones.

ng parent-child relationship. \
3ll phones, it could be more di
| invade their children’s privac

: : ive en that it is ok to invade other:
; icle to your local neWSpaper in Wh‘Ch YOU %heir \ their children by setting boun
Wite an a2 bout whether parents should monior
jnion @
your opl

‘engthen the relationship by in

: ages stand by them.

: n from the pass

usage. Use lﬂforrrpa‘telo change and develop every day}
in your @ ICIC.

Manage Your time carefully SO that you can

. read the passages:

plan your response;

write your response, and

revise and edit your resp

Be sure 0 include |
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their children to stay out of harm's wi
+ upon in cell phone land. However,
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Writing Prompt

Write an article to your local newspaper in which you give

your opinion about whether parents should monitor their
child’s phone usage. Use information from the passages

in your article.

Manage your time carefully so that you can

read the passages;

write your response; and

revise and edit your response
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Y& 3 Opinion Writing Prompts

Y 3 Informational Writing Prompts
Y& 2 Text Sources for Each Prompt
Y& Planning Sheets

Yo Writing Paper
Yy Perfect Practice for State Tests
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Source 2: Some Animals Cannot Adapt to Climate

Change Without Intervention

by: Agatha Thunp

Current climate change has a disturbing i"_'pa_d on speci
of the vulnerability of wildlife to climate change. World \{Vﬂdhfe Fount.iaht
Innovation Fund. This fund supports the testing of new 1_de?§ th:l T:Ext
more quickly to the changes in climgte and reducg the likelihoo stl)ike ]
projects the WWF Innovation Fund is taking on, clzl.lrnalte c;hingel g
declining rainfall, and extreme droughts ;.)ose a s:gm.fscanl threa
intervention, some affected species will likely go extinct.

Albatrosses are one such example nf an en.dangeredl SE'
of climate change. Albatrosses only inhal_:it three |s|andfsd|n iﬂﬁﬁz:?a?
struggling to find sufficient material to build n_ests out o nu:asts ey
temperatures. These climate changes re;ult in lo_w-qua i ¥ i
population. WWF has stepped in witnfan znnos:it:'?dpdrc;?:e ! :d iy

' it over 100 high-quality artificial ne |
Epfiz :?o?:::ltt Eas alreadygresul!ed ina ?D% higher breeding success t|
with defective materials hecause of climate change.
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< Writing Prompt

Read the “How do Adaptations Help Plants and Animals Survive?” pa4

How do Adaptations Help Plants and Animals Survi

Source 1: Behavioral and Physical Adaptatio
Plants and Animals Survive in Different Enviro
by: Merritt Yeng

Every type of plant and animal lives within a unique natural

habitat, an
The ecosystem meets basic survival need

s. A natural habitat provides encugh foad,

adapt to their environment through beha

vioral and physical adaptations. Behavioral a
all abo hanginag behavis

36 what a plant or animal does for survival in its environ

are visible changes necessary for survival. Without ad
rvive,

© Chloe Campkel  l€S Of behavioral adaptations of animals inclug
12in reasons some animals migrate is ta find f
inimal hibernates, they will eat more than the
t during the winter, During hibernation, an ani
i drink water until they wake up. Some anima

* read the passages;

* plan your response;

Be sure to include
* an introduction;

Write an informative essay about how adaptations help
plants and animals survive in different environments.
Use information from the passages in your article.

*  write your response; and

* revise and edit your response

ng. Some animals hibernate to survive the col|
2 hot, dry weather. There are many types of ¢d
i species of animals to reproduce and survive,
UIs to get enough food, water, air, shelter, and 1

il adaptations. A coupie of examples include pl
fownward. Plants grow toward sunlight becaud
. plant roots typically grow downward toward
Irvive. Behavioral adaptations allow plants to

d ive.
Manage your time carefully so that you can BN

nts and animals develop over a long period an
example of a plant's physical adaptation is thd
ipecies, including roses and cacti. This adapta
allowing for survival. Other plant species have
Jllinators in their environment can easily find t

vould not survive, In addition, physical adaptat
irsh weather or predators. For example, many
nvironment and not gel eaten. Meanwhile, so

2ction over their body to survive in their lerrest,
il adaptations in plants and animals is rather e
any species of animals and plants surviving i

ntly adapt to their natural environments throug
adaptations are not happening quickly enough
« slow adaptation leads to the extinction of spe
ival, they certainly give plants ao o W
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Writing Prompt

Whirle it has taken many years to progress this far
n dominate the automobile market. While the upfront cost of electric vehicles is higher

Source 2: Electric Cars Are The Future

by: Denise Kridle

along, it is becoming clear that electric

e the norm in the future.

nnnnn

Write an article in which you give your opipion about
whether electric cars should be'reqwred. }Jse
information from the passages in your article.

Manage your time carefully so that you can
« read the passages;

» plan your response;
«  write your response; and

. revise and edit your response

Be sure to include

—m tmbeaAAtinn
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They have much lower fueling costs
hicle batteries is substantially less expensive

“lectric cars because of fewer moving parts.

=tors. Electric cars do not need engine tune-
:quently than gasoline-powered vehicles.

: are easier on the wallet over the long term.

vell-known benefit of electric cars. Electric
e widely adopted, less exhaust translates
here are health benefits associated with
>p lung cancer or other breathing

ful gases that come from the exhaust.

oming the future is electricity is a

tis far better than fossil fuels. Fossil fuels
y will not always be available. Renewable

iels to create energy. So, we must store the

outside. Renewable energy and the

pidly. Long-term, this means we will not
crude oil and petroleum. Electric cars are

ter driving experience are significant

r gas ever again. That is the reality of

1 to bed each night and start with a fully
irs have a lower center of gravity than

| comfortable drive. Electric vehicles have
“ gravity. Electric cars are also much

5,

an alartric vehirle. henefits that eo

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,

supporting a point of view with reasons and
information.

Write informative/explanatory texts to

examine a topic and convey ideas and
information clearly.

Draw evidence from literary or informational

texts to support analysis, reflection, and
research.

Write routinely over extended time frames
(time for research, reflection, and revision)
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or ¢
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Writing Prompt

Write @
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n informative essay about how adaptations hel
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Use information from the passages in your article
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read the passages;

plan your response;

write your response; and
h

revise and edit your response

Fun fto
Read
Texts

Read the “Should Electric Cars be Required?” passage set.

should Electric Cars Be Require

Source 1: Non-Hybrid, Hybrid, and Electric Vehicles All
Have Their Own Pros and Cons

by: Clay Hilds [

e public transportation, such asf‘

rtation. There are three main et e

electric; all three categories h =

For those who do not rid
are the most commen form of transpo
classifications: non-hybrid, hybrid, and
cons. In a world focused on minimizing pollution and reducing emiss
power vehicles is a hot topic, one in which there are continuous deb

Gas or diesel fuels non-hybrid vehicles, which power 3 =
engine. These vehicles have been around the longest. Unfortunate !
highest emissions and create the most pollution; they are also the SOUrcE 2: B
non-hybrids are typically the most reasonably priced and do not n/ x Electri c © Chice Compusai
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Two energy sources can fuel a hybrid vehicle: an it ’
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HAPPY TEACHERS SAID...

My students loved debating these topics and writing opinion based
responses! | loved the length of the paired passages and the wording of
the writing prompt!
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