Struggle to find ways to kegp
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We honor the contributions of of women fo science on the second
Tuesday in October, which is Ada Lovelace Day. Ada was called “the first
computer programmer? for writing an dlgorithm for o computing machine in the
mid-1800s. Her father was a famous poet and left her farily when she was Just
a few months old. Ada showed a gift for mathematic ot o young age and had
tutors that taught her math and science. Even though it was quite rare for
women to study those subjects at that time, Ada’s mother believed it was

ADA BYRON LOVELACE

important.
At 17, Ada met Charles Babbage, a mathematician and inventor. Charles
began fo mentor Ada. He invented the difference engine, which performed
mathematical caleulations, Ada was able to look at the machine before it was
finished and she was absolutely captivated by it. Ada began writing notes on
Charles’ engine and described how codes could be created for the device to
handle letters and symbols along with numbers. She made a method for the
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ANNIE EASLEY

Annie Easley was born in Alabama in a time
before the Civil Rights Movement. Her educational and career

opportunities were very limited since she was an African

American. Annie worked hard and graduated from high school | 2 Tf vou could speak to Annie Easley, what thre ew,
as a valedictorian. She then attended Xavier University (an questions would you want fo ask her? ‘
African American college) and mgjored in pharmacy for two D Hew did \ﬂ@ or . leve
years. A few years later, Annie read a sfory in a newspaper for <adce beain ]
about twin sisters who worked for the National Advisory ! J
Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) as “computers’. Annie

applied for the job the very next day and was hired just two
weeks later.
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What was the most important contribution of Annie?]
She  worked ab NACA

Annie began as a mathematician and computer

engineer at the NACA Laboratory (which later %
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